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2018 WORKCAMPS
- About DreamWalker China -
DreamWalker China (DWC) is a social purpose organization that believes everyone can make positive contribution and change to their own personal development, as well as to global development, through international voluntary service and sustainable changemaking actions. We collaborate with and support both local and overseas communities, social enterprises, and innovative charities to not only foster a world of changemakers, but also plant the seed for a united and peaceful world.
- Workcamp Basics -
Language: The main language of all DreamWalker’s workcamps is English. We recommend our volunteers to learn some basic greetings in Chinese.

Basic Volunteer Requirements: Since English is the language use in all our workcamps, it is important for volunteers to know enough simple English for basic communication and interaction with other volunteers. Other than that, a passion in voluntary work and respect for cultural differences are crucial to having a good time at workcamp. Volunteers should be open-minded and adaptable. They should be friendly and willing to work as a team.
Insurance: DWC will purchase basic insurance that covers accidents during the workcamp only, and so, please also self-prepare health and travel insurance that suits your own needs. 

Project Name: 
Cultural Heritage Preservation and Promotion
Code: 
         
DWC-02-18
Project Type: Culture; Art
Project Dates: July 11th to 19th, 2018
Number of Participants: 1 leader and 14 workcampers 

Location: Fuzhou, Jiangxi Province
Closest Airport: Nanchang Changbei International Airport (KHN)

Participation Fee: No
Project Needs:
Fuzhou city has a long history of rich cultural heritage and resources that had profound impact on the Chinese history and modern celebrated culture. It has been named the “Hometown of Scholar and Talent” and the “City of Culture”. Many folk arts from years of heritage and techniques, such as bamboo knitting, hand-made mounting pictures, paper cutting art, songs, etc., had been passed down through many generations can be discovered in this city. However, in today’s modern society where many products are mass-produced by machines, the art of practicing traditional craftsmanship faces the brink of extinction. Finding passionate new generation of young people who are committed to its practice and its teaching to the next generation is a challenge, and these once loved folk arts are losing in popularity compared to the modern taste. Educating the public of their value and importance, in addition to teaching of why and how to appreciate these forms of art are all important in preserving the cultural heritage of the city and the country. 
Project Aims:

· Promote the preservation of traditional Chinese art and craftsmanship
· Enhance international exchange and folk art and culture

· Inspire future changemakers who are impactful towards arts and cultural heritage preservation
Meals and Accommodation:

Workcampers will be staying in a school dormitory or a Buddhist temple. Simple meals will be provided three times a day at the cafeteria within the school or the temple. Temple serves only vegetarian food. Volunteers need to bring sleeping bag.
Work/Activities:

· Observe and learn Chinese art and culture, such as calligraphy, carving, and paper cutting.
· Organize a charity sales of the local and international art & cultural products towards the end of the workcamp

· Participate in discussion on changemaking stories or ideas on arts and cultural heritage preservation whether they are from your country or from others
· Assist the daily work of the school or the temple
Local Partner Description:

“Zhao Shu Chong” Micro Public Service Youth Volunteer Association is a registered non-profit organization formed by University and high school volunteers. The aims of this educational and cultural organization are to “Serve the Society” and “Promote Culture and Civilization”. With the value of improving social atmosphere and development, “Zhao Shu Chong” enhances the integrated capability of youth through cultural preservation, educational support and caring of left-behind children.
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Project Name: 
Fujian Tulou - World Heritage Preservation and Promotion
Code: 
         
DWC-03-18

Project Type: World Heritage, Renovation; Culture

Project Dates: July 21st to Aug 1st, 2018

Number of Participants: 1 leader and 12 volunteers

Location: Da Ling Xia Village, Yongding, Longyan, Fujian Province
Closest Airport: Xiamen Gaoqi International Airport (XMN)

Participation Fee: 1,200 RMB (~160 EURO)
Project Needs:
Fujian Tulous (土楼) are unique Chinese rural dwellings built between the 12th and 20th centuries by the mountainous Hakka people living in Fujian. In China, the Chinese traditional concept called “Feng-Shui” focuses on the relationship between human being and nature. Therefore, the Tulous were built with great consideration of the harmony with and respect for their surrounding nature in a very sustainable and energy efficient way, using local materials. They are interdependent with the mountains and rivers and form an ecological connection with nature over time. However, with globalization and the expansion of cities today, the environment is sometime ignored and new structures are being built around the Tulous. 

Moreover, a Tulou is usually inhabited by one family clan of several generations, and the enclosed structure allows for members to work together defending each other. Individual rooms provide privacy, but there are also communal areas, which provides for cultural gatherings and communication. Nowadays, the community dependence is weakening with young inhabitants moving out to the cities for work or for school. Emphasis on private property is growing and villagers prefer living in larger and more modern buildings. 
Project Aims:

· Preserve, protect, and promote Tulou (background, history, culture, architect) 
· Enhance international exchange and promote sustainable tourism and development of the Tulou

· Inspire future changemakers who are impactful towards world heritage preservation and sustainable tourism and/or building structures
Meals and Accommodation:

Workcampers will be staying in an old village school dormitory with simple beddings. A cooking and cleaning schedule will be arranged at the beginning of the workcamp, and workcampers will take turns with cooking and cleaning chores. There will be a day where volunteers may cook and share their own country’s food. 
Work/Activities:
· Learn why and how to renovate Tulou and assist in renovating and beautifying its surrounding environment
· Continue the building of a Tulou wall
· Share the World/Cultural Heritage of your country with the local people

· Interact with local villagers through cultural activities
· Participate in discussion on changemaking stories or ideas on world heritage preservation and sustainable building structures whether they are from your country or from others
Local Partner Description:

Zinong, a sharing platform of natural and cultural living, enables participants to experience the culture, food and handicraft in different regions. Their main destinations are rural villages. Through deep excavation of village’s culture, history, handicraft and nature elements, Zinong combines education with tourism to develop various in-depth experiential learning programmes.

Zinong’s vision:
· Guide the city to know the village again; Help the villagers build the village together
Zinong’s mission:
· Discover, share, and build together the beautiful village together
Zinong was awarded the First Prize in the Social Enterprise Venture Capital Competition organized by the British Embassy in 2015. In September 2016, Zinong has received the social enterprise certification in the 5th China Charity Fair organized by the Ministry of Civil Affairs in China, and has become the only organization in Fujian to be recognized as the “Good Social Enterprise in China” for their contribution to the poverty alleviation and development in rural areas. At the same time, Zinong’s projects have also been reported multiple times by the media including China Central Television (CCTV) and Fujian Daily. Their works are also highly valued by the government in Fujian Province.
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