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SOLIDARITÉS JEUNESSES SPRING WORKCAMPS

SJ01  STEP BY STEP TO THE BALCONIES OF FONTARASSE  24/04/17-28/04/17  ENVI   12 vols    18+
Project: This workcamp is an occasion for a true immersion in nature : it will allow you to discover the beautiful Hautes-Alpes countryside, its fauna and its flora. The proposed work is accessible to all but it involves walking everyday to reach the site half way up the mountain and to be able to witness the progress made.

L’espace Randonnée (Hiking area) of the Pays du Buech (www.buech-rando.com) brings together five communities of communes in the Hautes Alpes around a common objective : develop, invigorate and promote non-motorised hiking activities (pedestrian, bike tourism, VTT and horse riding), for the purposes of tourism and local development. Due to extensive maintenance work required every year over the 1000 kilometres of trails, Espace Randonnée organises many international workcamps since 2010 in partnership with the association “Les Villages des Jeunes” (www.villagesdesjeunes.org). 
Work: This workcamp will aim to clear the trails that have been invaded by vegetation, cutting down some trees and pruning.
Accommodation: In collective rooms, in the Hameau de Vaunières
Location: Hameau de Vaunières, Saint Julien en Beauchêne
The hamlet of Vaunières is located on the border between Hautes-Alpes and Drôme, and is in the heart of a circus of mountains. The trail of La Fontarasse leads under the farm of Vaunières, towards the beautiful pastures and then the summit of Quigouret. 
Leisure activities: During your free time, you will be able to enjoy sports activities, and to organize international meals with the local residents. Some other trips might also be organised in order to discover the region. 
Closest train station: Lus la Croix Haute (26620)
SJ02
THE SHE-WOLF PACE       08/05/17-21/05/17        RENO        8 vols         18+
Project: This workcamp is an occasion for a true immersion in nature during the day: it will allow you to discover the beautiful Hautes-Alpes countryside, its fauna and its flora, and for some time to exchange with the local inhabitants in the evenings, at the Fai Farm. The proposed work is accessible to all but it involves walking in mountains every day to reach the site of the workcamp. 
L’espace Randonnée (Hiking area) of the Pays du Buech (www.buech-rando.com) brings together five communities of communes in the Hautes Alpes around a common objective : develop, invigorate and promote non-motorised hiking activities (pedestrian, bike tourism, VTT and horse riding), for the purposes of tourism and local development. Due to extensive maintenance work required every year over the 1000 kilometres of trails, Espace Randonnée organises many international workcamps since 2010 in partnership with the association “Les Villages des Jeunes” (www.villagesdesjeunes.org). 
Work: This workcamp will aim to clear the trails that have been invaded by vegetation, cutting down some trees, pruning and marking two paths called the “She-wolf pace” and “Amber” that lead to the village of Serres and the “Castle Hamlet” in “Bersac”.
Accommodation: At a camping ground, in the village of Serres
Location: Serres (42 km from Gap)
Leisure activities: During your free time, you will be able to enjoy sport activities, and to organize international meals with the local inhabitants. Some other trips might also be organised in order to discover the region. 
Closest train station: Serres (05700)
SJ05   HISTORICAL WANDERINGS IN CLAUSONNE ABBEY 1   21/05/17-18/06/17   RENO   12 vols  18+

Project : The Clausonne abbey is situated in the Saix, a small village in the canton of Veynes in the Hautes-Alpes. Today, only the remnants of this 12th century building are found as the abbey was destroyed, burnt, rebuilt and finally used as a farm and school in the 19th century. Clausonne remains, however, a remarkable site, sharing the beauty of the wildness that surrounds it : situated at 1200m of altitude, in the heart of a vast « circus » of mountains, the abbey became the route point for numerous hikers that visit the Haute vallée of Maraize. Thus, rather than letting the vegetation once again cover the ruins of Clausonne, 20 years ago, the inhabitants of Saix founded an association in order to highlight and maintain this site. Progressively, thanks to numerous international workcamps that have worked there, this place lives again and is currently open from April to October. The workcamps organised at the Clausonne site are received by the hosting centre of the Faï farm, not far from there. The Faï is an extraordinary place where you will meet young people in difficulty, employees in training as well as professional artists or long term volunteers. We hope that during your stay at the Fai you will bring your willingness and good humour to contribute to the spirit of encounter and of teamwork that enlivens this place.
Work: In 2017, the work will concern the accessibility of the site and its visibility for hikers. You will highlight the vestiges of the pit by clearing and securing existing walls. You will make a path in the abbey's vestige and will discover the technical creation of a pebble way. You will also participate in the preservation of the carved stone. A final phase will emphasize an old barn from the abbey which will serve as a technical room. 
Accommodation: In tents at the Faï farm
Location: Clausonne, 5km from the village of Saix, 30km from Gap, 200km from Marseille
Leisure activities: Located in a remarkable natural environment, Clausonne is an exceptional place to discover the pleasures of mountain hiking and life in a rural area, with its local markets and producers. In the evenings, at the Ferme du Faï, you will be able to organise games, international meals and project movies. During the workcamp, touristic outings to discover the towns and villages of the region may also be organised. 
Closest train station: Veynes Dévoluy (05400)
SJ06    LE FORT DE L’AIGUILLE 1   22/05/16-12/06/16    RENO    12 vols    18+
SJ09    LE FORT DE L’AIGUILLE 2   15/06/16-06/07/16    RENO    12 vols    18+
Project: Located at the mouth of the Charente river, the peninsula of Fouras-les-Bains has three harbours and five beaches in the Atlantic coast. In an idyllic setting with views on Fort Boyard, you will work for the rehabilitation of “Le Fort de l'Aiguille”. This fort is a redoubt, a fortification system built by the French military engineer Vauban that was used to protect Fouras from a potential enemy sea invasion. 
Work: This project is a continuation of the work undertaken last year by the volunteers. You will work on the restoration of a new part of the main facade of the redoubt. You will help the technical leader to remove plants from the facade, and to remove and replace the chalk mortar joints between the stones. Other works of traditional masonry are planned, such as working on the stone coping (top layer of the wall) and stone cutting.
Accommodation: Collective, in tents, in Fouras’ camping *** (swimming pool, multi-sports space, WIFI, snack ...)
Location: Fouras-les-Bains, Charente-Maritime, 20 km from La Rochelle
Leisure activities: If you like the beach and the ocean, you can spend every free minute enjoying them! You can also visit the Aix Island by boat. It is a small car-free island in the middle of the ocean. As it is a popular sea-side resort, June also provides the chance for participation in summer events.
Closest train station: Rochefort (17300)
SJ08   THE SOUTHERN ALPS THROUGH HIKING TRAILS    04/06/17-17/06/17    ENVI    12 vols    18+

Project: This workcamp is an occasion for a true immersion in nature during the day : it will allow you to discover the beautiful Hautes-Alpes countryside, its fauna and its flora and for some time to exchange with the local inhabitants in the evenings. The proposed work is accessible to all but it involves walking in mountains every day to reach the site of the workcamp. 

L’espace Randonnée (Hiking area) of the Pays du Buech (www.buech-rando.com) brings together five communities of communes in the Hautes-Alpes around a common objective : develop, invigorate and promote non-motorised hiking activities (pedestrian, bike tourism, VTT and horse riding), for the purposes of tourism and local development. In the face of extensive maintenance work required every year over the 1000 kilometres of trails, since 2010 l’espace Randonnée organises many international volunteer workcamps in partnership with the association “Les Villages des Jeunes” (www.villagesdesjeunes.org).
Work: This workcamp will aim to clear the trails that have been invaded by vegetation, cutting down some trees, pruning, and marking a trail called “Red Cap”. In this village, that relies on the “Drôme Provençale”, the encounter of forest and wild mountains creates diversity. Every morning, the team will leave to the work site half way up the mountain and will be able to witness the progress made.
Accommodation: In tents, on a campground
Location: L’épine  (27 km from Veynes; 25 km from Laragne Montéglin)
Leisure activities: During your free time, you will be able to go swimming in the river around the area, to enjoy sports activities, and to organize international meals with the local residents. Some other trips might also be organised during weekends in order to discover the region. 
Closest train station: Serres (05700)
SJ10  THE STORMING OF THE ASPREMONT TOWER   25/06/17-15/07/17   RENO   12 vols   18+

Project: The town of Aspremont, a small locality of 320 residents located in the Buëch valley (Hautes-Alpes), bought the remains of a castle overlooking the town. Soon afterwards, a small group of residents was formed with the shared purpose of creating places for walking and hosting outdoor cultural events. In order to encourage the local population to take part in this project, and given the extent of the work to be completed, the town approached the association “les Villages des Jeunes” to request that an international youth workcamp be put in place. Overlooking the village, on a promontory with a stunning view of Aspremont, the castle was probably built to control the routes from Sisteron, from Gap, and from the Cabre pass. The ruins  that exist recall the architecture of the 16th century, but the first construction of the castle is thought to have begun in the Middle Ages.
Work : This year, the workcamp will focus on the remains of the cistern and its surrounding wall. Consolidation work on the bay of the southeast tower will also be carried out. This work will allow you to discover techniques of traditional masonry and protection of the medieval built heritage.
Accommodation: in a camping ground, near the village of Aspremont                
Location: Aspremont (40 km from Sisteron, 35 km from Gap)
Leisure activities: Opportunities to meet the locals will be organized, and you will have the chance to take part in local events including the Aspremont village local celebration. During free time, you will be able to discover the small nearby villages and enjoy the surrounding nature with hikes, swimming and sporting activities. Sightseeing trips in the surrounding area will also be organized.
Closest train station: Veynes Dévoluy (05400)
