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YAP ITALY: a short introduction
Yap Italy (Yap-It), founded in 1970, organises international workcamps, seminars, study visits and training courses. These programmes educate young people about peace, dialogue and solidarity through projects of voluntary action and social and cultural development without any links to religion or formal political parties.  Its structure is based on a network of local groups and partner associations. YAP Italy is member of CCIVS–Coordinating Committee for International Voluntary Service and full member of ALLIANCE of European Voluntary Service Organisations. In 2017 YAP Italy organised 22 workcamps and it has already successfully organised more than 1000 projects in the past. This including every year about 700 Italian and international volunteers in short, mid and long term voluntary service projects, trainings and seminars worldwide.
The aim of the activities, besides the realisation of the projects, is to contribute to the creation of a multicultural society based on dialogue between different people. Our aim is to work at local and global levels. 

We believe that the presence of volunteers from various countries and social backgrounds in international projects brings us closer to this goal; thus, allowing local or isolated communities to get in touch with different cultures, and to learn and communicate with them. 
We want to promote solidarity in a constructive way, not free assistance: practical help can be useful to overcome emergencies, but we prefer to provide tools and methods that can be used in order to build the Future… 

And it is only with the help of our volunteers that we have been able to achieve what we have, no matter how much time and energy they dedicated to the global project of the organization.  Thanks to our wonderful volunteers!!! Grazie a tutti, YAPpy team 
YAP Italy's 2018 Workcamps: common frame and principles
► YAP Italy strives to create intercultural and mixed groups on the projects as much as possible. We do not accept more than 2 people per country/cultural/linguistic group per project, as long as the size of the group permits, in order to have more cultural diversity, better quality of the project and keep up the group dynamics.
► The basic timetable on YAP's camps is about 30-35 hours of work per week but the necessities of the project can bring the volunteers to work more (rarely less). We DO NOT organise voluntourism projects. Any individual touristic activities should be done before or after the project and we will always expect the volunteers to be available and dedicated to the activities of the project for the duration of the workcamp. We will never hesitate, after consultation with the sending organisation, to ask a volunteer to leave the project if we consider his/her activity, behaviour or motivation doesn't fit the needs and nature of the project. Please inform your volunteers about it before their departure. 
► YAP project-related motivation form is required for all our workcamps!!!
► The common language of the workcamps is English, some Italian can be used by local people.
► In most of the projects daily activities and tasks, free time and general organisation will be decided among the community and the group of international volunteers. It will be facilitated by the coordinator following the needs of the project and managed by the group. We expect each workcamp to create a strong team of volunteers, for the benefit of the project and the local community.
► YAP Italy automatically insures all the volunteers hosted in our workcamps under SCI scheme. The details are provided at the end of this programme. Volunteers from the European Union should bring with them a European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) which will entitle them to urgent medical treatment. Volunteers are covered by our medical insurance policy once they arrive on the project. However, they are STRONGLY advised to take out their own insurance for travel, health, luggage and other personal possessions especially for the journeys to and from the project. Neither YAP It nor the host organisation can be held responsible for volunteers’ personal possessions while they are on the project!
► There is always at least one coordinator per camp from or trained by YAP Italia for the whole duration of the project. Far from being an omnipotent and omniscient “leader”, we like to see him/her as a facilitator, experienced volunteer with more work to do and more responsibilities toward the global project.

Workcamps’ short description
CPI01 VILLA BONA 1

CPI05 VILLA BONA 2 



CPI14 VILLA BONA 3
DATES: 10/06 - 23/06

DATES: 01/07 -14/07



DATES: 19/08 -02/09
WORK: RENO /MANU /CULT /KIDS
VOLS: 10
AGE: 18 -30 
LOCATION: Carignano, Turin
BACKGROUND: ‘Giovani Insieme onlus’ is a voluntary association that since 1998 has organised groups of workcamp volunteers for the protection of artistic, cultural and environmental heritage in Carignano. The work camps in Carignano were started to restore some rooms in a building in the historical centre of the town. Through this project volunteers have the opportunity to recover Carignano’s architectural heritage and enjoy the environment whilst meeting young people from all over the world. 
WORK: Volunteers will be taking care of maintenance of the rooms in Villa Bona, a wonderful historical villa of the 18th century surrounded by a big park, situated in Carignano. The work will include: the decoration of the walls, doors and windows; cleaning of the staircase and the wrought iron railings; cleaning the garden of the Villa. There will be also some maintenance work on wooden doors of the main church (Duomo di Carignano) built on 1757. Moreover the volunteers will make some gardening work in a club, called “Barbo Merenderos”, near the river Po and also restoring activities of some typical boat (barca a punta) that belong to that association. In June and some days of July, volunteers also  will work with children (from 6 to 13 years old) in the summer camp of the village. For an amazing experience of exchange they could talk about their countries and also teach to the children typical songs or  dances. The restoration of Villa Bona is being finalized to use the villa for public events by the committee and local organizations.
ACCOMMODATION: In a building with beds, communal bathrooms with showers and hot water and a kitchen. Bedrooms are provided with 4 to 6 beds per room. The volunteers are responsible for the cleaning and cooking. The organisation covers the cost of the meals and also the materials for the work. Volunteers must be equipped with a sleeping bag (or sheets), pillowcase and towels.
LOCATION: The town of Carignano (8700 inhabitants) is situated on the left bank of the river Po approximately 20 Km from Torino and within the Regional Parco Fluviale (park of the river). Its centre is of typical "piemontese" style, characterized by an ancient core with medieval archways and a baroque cathedral. The towns surroundings offer sites of architectural and naturalistic interest, it is also possible to reach Torino easily, as there are frequent coaches to the city. During the free time there are many exciting things to do such as visit the open market of Carignano and take part in some local events. On the weekends it will be possible for the group to organise a visit to Turin (there is a bus to and from Turin), visiting the Egyptian museum, the cinema museum, MAO museum of oriental art, the Holy Shroud etc. The costs of the FREE TIMES activities are not covered by the project.
TERMINAL: Torino railway station; CARIGNANO bus station
SPECIAL REMARKS: YAP project-related motivation form is required. No specific experience is required for the project. 

CPI 02 - WHV - National Park Foreste Casentinesi

DATES: 19/06/2018 - 30/06/2018

WORK: ENVI / ANIM

VOLS: 06

AGE: 18 - 30
LOCATION: Foreste Casentinesi National Park - Pratovecchio (AR), Tuscany

BACKGROUND: This international workcamp is going to take place for the 3rd year, organised in collaboration with social cooperative "In Quiete", coordinated by Foreste Casentinesi National Park and Forestry State Corps. However, voluntary activities in Foreste Casentinesi were launched in May 2011 with two national camps; Foreste Casentinesi National Park was created in 1993 and covers an area of about 368 square kilometres on the two sides of the Apennine watershed between Romagna and Tuscany regions. The Park territory is outstanding for the great wealth and variety of flora (1000 species recorded up to now) and fauna, which includes elements of great scientific interest: common deer, fallow deer, roe deer, wild boar, mouflon (mountain sheep) and the wolf, 139 types of birds. In 2015 Foreste Casentinesi National Park joined the European Charter for Sustainable Tourism. The main activities of the National Park and Forestry State Corps are the following: study and scientific research, man-environment relationship development, marginal areas recovering and ecological balance protection, safeguard of ecosystems and natural landscapes, sustainable development and local products promotion, didactics (guided tours for school, sensorial path, forestry museum, planetarium etc.). Website (English version available): http://www.parcoforestecasentinesi.it. The social cooperative "In Quiete" supports the National Park’s authorities by providing hiking activities, eco-friendly touristic and recreation activities in the protected area, environmental education and training courses on forestry management and bioengineering, design and maintenance of footpaths, information boards, protection and promotion of historical, cultural and natural heritage of the area. Website (only in Italian): http://www.cooperativainquiete.it/

WORK: The workcamp’s purpose is to support the main activities of the National Park Foreste Casentinesi, offering to the volunteers an authentic experience of its daily life, with a strong focus on the ancient forests included in Unesco World Heritage site. The camp objectives are: monitoring, cleaning and restoring the trekking paths and danger species habitats inside the Unesco heritage buffer zone; involving volunteers in small samples of fauna and flora monitoring inside it; checking the perimeter of the non-access integral reserve zone; connecting volunteers to local communities and tourists for increasing the awereness about the values and natural history protected by the Unesco heritage site. The team of volunteers will consist of 6 national and 6 international participants. The detailed program will be communicated on the day of arrival, however it may be changed according to the meteorological conditions and to the organisational needs. You should have adaptation spirit and be ready to work outdoor with rigorous conditions of mountain environment. Please, consider that you’ll have to walk a lot during the day, from the accommodation in the morning and back in the evening! The volunteers will get a short on arrival training and educational supervision during the workcamp. You will constantly be in touch with the Park’s employees and trainees in order to achieve a deeper understanding of activities and the difficulties they face during their work. Volunteers must have with them an individual mountain equipment for work: trekking shoes, backpack, windbreaker and raincoat, hat, working gloves, flashlight (preferably frontal), water bottle.

ACCOMMODATION: Volunteers will be hosted in the mountain shelters at the Park’s disposal and particularly in Corniolo (FC) and in Montanino (AR) guesthouses, structured into shared rooms with common bathrooms. Depending on the activities, weather and activities, some nights may be spent in other refuges or tents. Within all the lodgings, a fully equipped kitchen is available. Breakfast, packed lunch and dinners will be prepared by the volunteers themselves in the accommodation (food is provided by the hosting organisation). The volunteers will cook and clean as a team. You must bring a sleeping bag, a mattress pad and a pillowcase. Please make sure you are comfortable with basic living conditions!

LOCATION: Foreste Casentinesi National Park - Pratovecchio (AR). The workcamp will take place in a quite isolated area, but it may be possible to visit big cities during your free days (both Arezzo and Florence are 50km far). Nevertheless you will have a great opportunity to swim in a mountain river, make sightseeing around breathtaking landscapes, enjoy ancient paths and local gastronomic traditions of small mountain villages. Please, bring with you typical games, recipes, musical instruments from your country. 

TERMINAL: The train station of Pratovecchio. The nearest airports are Florence (50km), Pisa (150km) and Rome (285 km) airports.

SPECIAL REMARKS: YAP project-related motivation form is required. This workcamp is recommended for those who love nature, enjoy working outdoors, taking care of the environment and walking a lot. A specific scientific preparation is not required but for everyone’s security and the environment’s protection the volunteers are asked to follow accurately the instructions of the staff and organisers. You must have a suitable mountain equipment: trekking shoes, backpack, windbreaker and raincoat, hat, working gloves, flashlight (preferably frontal), water bottle.

CPI03 – MONDIALI ANTIRAZZISTI

DATES: 30/06-10/07
WORK: FEST/MANU
VOLS: 15

AGE: 18-30
LOCATION: Bosco Albergati, Castelfranco Emilia (MO)

BACKGROUND: Mondiali Antirazzisti (The Antiracist World Cup) is a multicultural 5 days long festival which has around 7.000 visitors per day. The main idea of the festival is to promote anti-racism and anti-discrimination through non-competitive tournaments of football, volleyball, basketball, touch rugby and cricket. The goal of these sport activities is to get to know each other and have fun together, not to win. More than 200 teams every year join the Mondiali Antirazzisti and 70% of the teams are mixed: no racist or sexist discrimination is allowed! There are many other activities taking place during the festival such as concerts, workshops, debates, summer camp for children. The organisers take care of another important aspect of the event which is low environmental impact, reached thanks to recycling, use of renewable resources and natural local products. For the people of Mondiali Antirazzisti the environmental sustainability is linked to the social justice and equality. Please make sure you share these values before applying for this project! Website: www.mondialiantirazzisti.org (English version is available)
WORK: The international volunteers will be part of a bigger team of volunteers helping set up, run and take down the festival. Before the festival the group of the international volunteers will help to construct the marquees, decorate the area, put up signage etc. Typical activities during the festival include cleaning the site and helping with waste sorting, however the past years volunteers have been involved in a number of different activities, according to the festival needs. The volunteers will clean up and dismantle the site at the end of the festival. The international volunteers will work for around 6/7 hours per day. The work will be done in pairs or small groups in different shifts (to be arranged together with the campleader). Please note that flexibility and adaptability are required, and there might be some physically demanding work from time to time (under the sun or rain sometimes). During the free time the volunteers will have the opportunity to join concerts and sport events in the festival area. International volunteers will have 1 free day, to be arranged with the festival organisers (not during the 5 days of the festival, from 04th to 08th of July).

ACCOMODATION: Volunteers will sleep in shared big tents directly at the festival area. Toilet and washing facilities will be available, camp beds will be provided but you must bring a sleeping bag. Please make sure you are comfortable with basic camping conditions! Food will be available at the restaurants/bars of the festival area. There will be no opportunity to cook but different options (vegetarian, vegan, dietary needs) could be available. The volunteers are expected to be flexible and not fussy about the food!
LOCATION: Bosco Albergati is a suburb of Castelfranco Emilia, a small town of 30.000 inhabitants in the province of Modena. The festival area and accommodation are situated in the countryside and are quite isolated from the city. Castelfranco Emilia lies about 25 kilometres northwest of Bologna. The nearest airport is Marconi International Airport – Bologna. You may consider other airports in the area, such as Rimini and Parma. To reach Castelfranco Emilia you will need to catch a train from BOLOGNA. More information will be provided in the infosheet
TERMINAL: Castelfranco Emilia railway station
SPECIAL REMARKS: YAP project-related motivation form is required

INSURANCE POLICY IN YAP ITALIA WORKCAMPS

YAP Italia provides insurance to all the volunteers (SCI scheme). You can find the Insurance Infosheet and Medical Claim Notification Form here: www.sci.ngo/insurance
If volunteer is a citizen of a member state of the European Union, s/he MUST bring his/her Health Insurance Card. 

However, we strongly recommend that all volunteers organise their own personal health accident and travel insurance before they leave their home country. All volunteers must be up-to-date with their vaccinations, especially against tetanus, and those volunteers coming from outside the European Union must bring a copy of their health insurance policy coverage. 
However volunteers are not insured for personal possessions and neither the host nor YAP can be held responsible for volunteers' personal possessions during the project.
Volunteers should obtain health and accident insurance for the whole duration of their travel before arrival in Italy. Volunteers must bring all necessary documents, contact numbers, etc. with them. 

See the world differently. Be YAPpy! 


